•	ONE WORLD :   TWO WARS
or, if we do not remain quiescent, discounting the results of American
intervention. The outlook for the future of the relations between
Japan and the United States has never been darker.
JAPAN'S NIBBLING CONTINUES
February 7, 1941
The following recent developments, both factual and reported,
are concrete indications of the rapid progress Japan is making in
her southward advance policy:
(a) Rumours that a Japanese force had landed at Songhkla, a
Thai base close to the northern frontier of the Malay States, the
presence of Japanese naval vessels in Gamranh Bay, and the
presence in the Gulf of Siam of one or more Japanese cruisers, a
seaplane tender, and destroyers.
(£) Japan's military encroachments in Indo-China, exemplified
in Japanese control of the Saigon air-port, and mediation in the
Thai-Indo-China dispute. It is reported that Japan expects to
be granted the use of naval bases for having mediated the dispute.
Just as Japan has seized Hainan, Waichow, the Spratley Islands,
and northern Indo-China in the course of the past two years, so
Japan continues to carry out its nibbling policy, as foreshadowed
by the Embassy. This policy, which consists of tentative thrusts
and sallies in the desired direction, followed by periods of inaction
when the results and effects of the steps taken are felt out, is now
being pursued with increased vigour due to Nazi stimulation,
Japan has already attained a position in south-eastern Asia whence
an investment or attack upon Singapore and the supplying of Axis
ships in the Indian Ocean are possible with some added preparation*
It is likely that such a move against Singapore is planned to syn-
chronize with the expected German attempt to land in England.
Apparently the conservative elements in the Army and Navy counsel
delaying any action against Singapore until the European situation
is favourable, and yet it must be remembered that the reckless do-
or-die spirit of the military extremists may force the issue before
Great Britain or the United States could or would intervene.
The Department's unofficial memorandum dated December 4,
1940, describing the vital role of Singapore in the defence of the
British Isles, may be accepted as final and fundamental. Great
Britain is in no position to-day, and presumably will not be in the
near future, to part with important naval units for the defence of
Singapore. In conformity with our admitted policy of aiding
Britain, we must see to it that this strategically important base does
not become the possession of a hostile power.
It is supposedly upon hopes of eventual American assistance that
the morale of the Netherlands East Indies, the Chinese National
Government, and of the British in the Far East is based. With great

